CHAPTER XIV
ABOUND KING EDWARD'S FAMILY
I THANK you from the depth of a grateful heart
for the very kind address presented to me by the
City of London.
I appreciate every word in it, and cannot ex-
press how deeply touched I am by the kind thoughts
of me on the fiftieth anniversary of my arrival in
England in the country where I found my second
and beloved home.
I shall never forget the welcome you gave me
then nor the invariable kindness and affection shown
me by high and low ever since, which I pray to God
I may never forfeit.
You may be assured that I have always taken
the greatest share and interest in the welfare and
prosperity of our beloved country.
The fifty years spent here among you have
brought me the greatest happiness, but, alas, also
the heaviest of sorrows in the death of my beloved
husband and the loss of my precious eldest son,
sorrows which the nation shared with me and by
their sympathy helped me to bear.
It is a happiness to me to feel that by this
address you are also showing your loyalty and
affection to my dear son, on whom I pray every
blessing may ever and always rest.
ALEXANDRA.^
1 The Queen's reply to the City of London's address on the
fiftieth anniversary of her arrival in England (March 7, 1863).